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better for all the capitalist nations if Japan took over Man-
churia ; they smiled at more far-sighted people who saw that
it was just because Japan viewed with alarm the improve-
ment in Chinese government that she began an invasion
which at a later stage China might well be able to repel.
They could not believe that in the long run China might
be a better friend than Japan. Even the publication of the
Tanaka Memorial, which outlined a policy of complete
domination of the Far East by Japan, was disregarded;
the old diplomacy scouted this programme as the im-
possible dream of a few wild men, and preferred to rely on
an elaborate scheme of diplomatic manoeuvre designed to
increase the power of the so-called liberal elements in Japan.
Behind the Foreign Office were big business representatives
in the House of Commons and elsewhere who feared
Bolshevism and thought they could collaborate with
Japan in sharing the spoils of China. They were not
even disillusioned about Japan's "open door" policy
when an F.B.I, mission went out to Japan and Manchuria
only to discover that Japan was slamming the door very
firmly in their faces. And when Japan began her terrible
war on China proper in 1937 the same influences were
at work. The Foreign Office preference for Japan was the
natural result of the interplay of forces: the stronger
Power won because business favoured it. A large part of the
public, profoundly pacifist, supported a policy that looked
like keeping this country out of war. The result was a
divided policy. Friendship was expressed for China in defer-
ence to British sympathy for the victim of aggression. At the
same time an elaborate game was played behind the scenes
by people who shared with Japan a fear of the popular
forces in China and Europe alike, and who assumed
that Japan would act as a bulwark against Soviet Russia
in the Far East. To-day, in the summer of 1940, the full
fruits of this policy have matured.
As the situation became more difficult in Europe, Japan's
demands grew more pressing. Britain gave way on each